5th Edition
APPLYING
THE STRATEGIC
PERSPECTIVE

2

CQ Press, an imprint of SAGE, is the leading publisher of books, periodicals, and
electronic products on American government and international affairs. CQ Press
consistently ranks among the top commercial publishers in terms of quality, as
evidenced by the numerous awards its products have won over the years. CQ Press
owes its existence to Nelson Poynter, former publisher of the St. Petersburg Times,
and his wife Henrietta, with whom he founded Congressional Quarterly in 1945.
Poynter established CQ with the mission of promoting democracy through education
and in 1975 founded the Modern Media Institute, renamed The Poynter Institute for
Media Studies after his death. The Poynter Institute (www.poynter.org) is a nonprofit
organization dedicated to training journalists and media leaders.
In 2008, CQ Press was acquired by SAGE, a leading international publisher of
journals, books, and electronic media for academic, educational, and professional
markets. Since 1965, SAGE has helped inform and educate a global community of
scholars, practitioners, researchers, and students spanning a wide range of subject
areas, including business, humanities, social sciences, and science, technology, and
medicine. A privately owned corporation, SAGE has offices in Los Angeles, London,
New Delhi, and Singapore, in addition to the Washington DC office of CQ Press.

3

5th Edition
Anna Getmansky
Alejandro Quiroz Flores

APPLYING
THE STRATEGIC
PERSPECTIVE
Problems and Models

4

FOR INFORMATION:
CQ Press
An Imprint of SAGE Publications, Inc.
2455 Teller Road
Thousand Oaks, California 91320
E-mail: order@sagepub.com
SAGE Publications Ltd.
1 Oliver’s Yard
55 City Road
London EC1Y 1SP
United Kingdom
SAGE Publications India Pvt. Ltd.
B 1/I 1 Mohan Cooperative Industrial Area
Mathura Road, New Delhi 110 044
India
SAGE Publications Asia-Pacific Pte. Ltd.
3 Church Street
#10-04 Samsung Hub
Singapore 049483

Acquisitions Editor: Elise Frasier
Editorial Assistant: Nancy Loh
Production Editor: Laura Barrett
Copy Editor: Amy Marks
Typesetter: C&M Digitals (P) Ltd.
Proofreader: Joyce Li
Cover Designer: Karine Hovsepian
Marketing Manager: Jonathan Mason
Permissions Editor: Jennifer Barron

Copyright © 2014 by CQ Press, an Imprint of SAGE Publications, Inc. CQ Press is a
registered trademark of Congressional Quarterly Inc.

5

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in any form or
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any
information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the
publisher.

Printed in the United States of America.
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Getmansky, Anna.
Applying the strategic perspective: problems and models, workbook / Anna
Getmansky Carnegie Mellon University, Alejandro Quiroz Flores University of Essex.
—Fifth edition.
pages cm
Rev. ed. of: Applying the strategic perspective / Leanne C. Powner. 4th ed. c2010.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-4522-2800-6 (pbk. : alk. paper)
1. Quiroz Flores, Alejandro, 1976- 2. International relations—Problems, exercises, etc.
3. International relations—Study and teaching. 4. International relations—
Mathematical models. 5. Strategic planning—Problems, exercises, etc. 6. Strategic
planning—Study and teaching. I. Bennett, D. Scott. Applying the strategic perspective.
II. Title.
JZ1242.B45 2013
327.101—dc23

2012046833

12 13 14 15 16 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

6

CONTENTS
Tables and Figures
Note to Students
Introduction
1. Evaluating Arguments about International Politics
2. The Strategic Perspective
3. Tools for Analyzing International Affairs
The Median Voter Theorem
Spatial Modeling
Expected Utility
4. An Introduction to Game Theory
Game Theory: Strategic Form Games
Game Theory: Extensive Form Games
5. Why War: The Big Picture
6. Domestic Theories of War
7. How International Organizations Work, or Don’t Work
8. Global Warming: Designing a Solution
9. Human Rights, International Law, and Norms
10. Free Trade or Fair: The Domestic Politics of Tariffs
11. Globalization: International Winners and Losers
12. Foreign Aid, Poverty, and Revolution
13. Can Terrorism Be Rational?
14. A Democratic World Order: Peace without Democratizaton
About the Authors

7

TABLES AND FIGURES
TABLES
1.1
1.2
1.3
2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
3.1
3.2

International Organization Membership and Cooperation
Religious Differences and Conflict
Democracy and Compliance with Human Rights Norms
Key Characteristics of Tyrantia and Democratia
Winning Coalition Size and Private Goods
Evaluating Values of w
Evaluating Values of s
Preferences of Three Hypothetical States over Greenhouse Emissions
Preferences of Three Hypothetical States over Greenhouse Emissions for
Exercise 3-4b
3.3 Expected Utility of Two Lottery Tickets for Exercise 3-10
3.4 Expected Utility of Different War Situations for Exercise 3-11
3.5 Expected Utility of Different Universities for Exercise 3-13
4.1 Prisoner’s Dilemma in Arms Control
4.2 Prisoner’s Dilemma in Trade
4.3 The Afghan Taliban’s Problem
4.4 The Prime Ministers’ Problem
4.5 Chicken
4.6 Stag Hunt
4.7 Deadlock
4.8 Harmony
4.9 Coordination
4.10 US-China Confrontation
5.1 North Korean Values for Settlement and War
5.2 US Values for Settlement and War
5.3 Empirical Evidence for the Power Transition Theory
6.1 The Components of Winning
6.2 The Costs of Fighting: R = 1
6.3 The Costs of Fighting: R = 0
6.4 Comparing Russia and Georgia
7.1 Cleaning Up the Lake I
7.2 Cleaning Up the Lake II
8

7.3
7.4
7.5
7.6
7.7
8.1
8.2
8.3
8.4
9.1a
9.1b
9.2
9.3
9.4
9.5
9.6
10.1
10.2
11.1
12.1
12.2
13.1
13.2
14.1

Cleaning Up the Lake III
Article VIII Signing and Democracy
Article VIII Signing and Prior Compliance
Current Account Restriction and Article VIII Signing
Current Compliance and Prior Compliance
Game for Exercise 8-2
Game for Exercise 8-3
Game for Exercise 8-4
Game for Exercise 8-5
Poverty and Political Regimes—Top 10 States
Poverty and Political Regimes—Bottom 10 States
Poverty and Political Regime
Political Freedoms and Political Regime
Poverty and Political Freedoms
Political Freedoms and Poverty
Does CEDAW Membership Promote Women in Politics?
Free Trade in Widgets and Gizmos
Free Trade in Bells and Whistles
Top 10 Destinations of US Students Studying Abroad, and Top 10 Countries of
Origin of Foreign Students Studying in the US in the 2009/10 Academic Year
Comparing Aid Recipients
Myanmar
Terrorism Game I
Terrorism Game II
Comparing Interventions

FIGURES
2.1
2.2
2.3
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6
3.7
3.8
3.9

Graphing Winning Coalitions and Private Goods
Graphing Values of w
Graphing Values of s
Single-Peaked and Non-Single-Peaked Preferences
Preferred Level of Environmental Protection Regulations I
Preferred Level of Environmental Protection Regulations II
Preferred Level of Labor Standards
Preferences at Munich
NAFTA Preferences for Exercise 3-7
Modeling NAFTA for Exercise 3-7
Doha Development Round Preferences for Exercise 3-8
The Doha Development Round for Exercise 3-8
9

3.10
4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4
5.5
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6
6.7
6.8
8.1
10.1
10.2
11.1
13.1
13.2
13.3
13.4
13.5

Modeling the China-Taiwan Dispute for Exercise 3-9
Simple Trade Concession Game with Payoffs
Unsolved Trade Concession Game for Exercise 4-7
Unsolved Game with Cardinal Utilities for Exercise 4-8
Unsolved Arms Control Game for Exercise 4-9a
Unsolved Arms Control Game for Exercise 4-9e
Acceptable Agreements: North Korea
Acceptable Agreements: The US
Acceptable Agreements: North Korea and the US I
Acceptable Agreements: North Korea and the US II
Acceptable Agreements: North Korea and the US III
International Interaction Game for Exercise 6-3
International Interaction Game for Exercise 6-4
International Interaction Game for Exercise 6-5
International Interaction Game for Exercise 6-6
International Interaction Game for Exercise 6-7
The Components of Winning
The Costs of War: R = 1
The Costs of War: R = 0
Difference in Disaster Deaths by Institution
Trade Restriction Game for Exercises 10-6a and 10-6b
Trade Restriction Game for Exercises 10-6c and 10-6d
Nature Chooses Greece’s Type
Terrorism Game for True Believers
Terrorism Game for Complacent Opponents
Terrorism Game for Reluctant Terrorists
Terrorism Game for Reluctant Terrorists, Cardinal Utility Values
Commitment Problem

10

NOTE TO STUDENTS
As you may have already discovered, the fourth edition of Principles of International
Politics is a unique international relations textbook. Like other introductory texts, it
attempts to give you a wide-ranging view of the field and its impressive body of
scholarship. Yet, unlike most textbooks, Principles challenges you to analyze real
political problems in a rigorous fashion using mathematical tools. Although the text
will take you step by step through these analytic tools, applying them effectively
requires practice. Applying the Strategic Perspective will help you do just that. It
offers additional explanations, examples, and exercises to help you employ important
theoretical concepts and technical skills. You will not find instruction for every
subsection of every chapter of Principles. Instead, the workbook offers advice,
information, and help on the text’s most important technical methods.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
This is a book that is meant to be used—written in, scribbled on, and eventually torn
up. As you work, you will find that you will need colored pens or pencils or
highlighters and a simple calculator such as the ones on most cell phones or computers
to solve some of the problems in this workbook. After you have worked through and
solved exercises, your instructor may ask you to submit certain pages as homework.
The workbook’s pages are perforated to make this easy. We have endeavored to leave
the space necessary for you to work right in the workbook, but in some cases, you may
need more space to solve a problem than is provided. Should this occur, do your work
on a separate sheet, write the answer in the workbook, and attach the sheet to the
assignment. In other cases, you may simply want to follow along through the
workbook as you read corresponding sections of the main text.
In general, when you see mathematical work in the text, you should consider
working through the math alongside the text, and/or consulting this workbook for
additional explanation. Don’t let the math worry you: Principles uses absolutely no
math beyond what the SAT and ACT cover. Whereas most textbooks are designed to
be read with a highlighter in hand, this one works best with a pencil and notebook
paper for working through the examples on your own. It is important that you feel
comfortable using the technical methods as they are introduced because you will be
asked to apply them again in later sections of the book. The examples and exercises on
these pages should help as you become familiar with the tools of Principles and allow
you to gain a deeper understanding of the strategic perspective in international
relations. Don’t be shy, though. Be sure to ask your instructor to clarify any point you
do not understand.
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INTRODUCTION
Exercise I-1. Core Arguments
This chapter makes four important arguments about international politics. For each
argument, consider these corresponding questions.
Argument 1: International affairs are consequences of rational actions.
What does rationality mean? Give an example (real or hypothetical) of a rational
action and an example (real or hypothetical) of an action that is not considered to be
rational according to the definition presented in the chapter.

Argument 2: International relations cannot be separated from domestic politics or
from foreign policy.
What are some domestic political factors that might affect international political
actions or choices? Give an example of one of these factors affecting the foreign
policy of your country. What are some international political factors that might affect
domestic political actions or choices? Again, give a brief example from your country.

Argument 3: Leaders take actions—both domestic and international—because they
want to stay in power.
Give an example of a leader taking an international action that, in your view,
contributed to his or her retaining power. Give an example of a leader taking an
international (or domestic) action that contributed to his or her losing power. What
else, besides retaining personal power, might motivate leaders to act in certain ways?
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Argument 4: Relations between nations and between leaders are driven by
reasoned decision making and strategic considerations.
Think about some actions your country’s leader has taken recently in international
politics.
a) What are some alternative actions the leader could have taken in these situations, but
did not? In other words, what were the leader’s choices or options?

b) How do the leader’s choices reflect strategic considerations—that is, the anticipated
reactions of domestic and international actors? Why do you believe some of the
other options were not chosen?

Exercise I-2. Theories, Titles, and Assumptions
The titles below are actual books and articles in international relations. Based on
the title alone, indicate on the line whether you think the article or book has a
Neorealist (NR), Liberal (L), or Constructivist (C) approach to international relations.
a) “Cooperation under Anarchy”_______
b) “Normative Power Europe”_______
c) “The False Promise of International Institutions”_______
d) “Anarchy Is What States Make of It”_______
e) Ruling the World: Power Politics and the Rise of Supranational
Institutions_______
f) “Between Regimes and Realism—Transnational Agenda Setting: Soviet
Compliance with CSCE Human Rights Norms”_______
g) “State Power and International Trade”_______
h) “Why Comply? Social Learning and European Identity Change”_______
Exercise I-3. Leaders’ Personal Goals, Domestic Political Constraints, and
13

International Strategic Considerations
For each of the international situations below, identify one way in which the
leaders’ personal goals, their domestic political constraints, and their strategic
considerations with regard to the other nation could influence the outcome of the
situation.
a) Two countries are negotiating a treaty to reduce trade barriers between themselves.
Leaders’ personal goals:___________________________________
Domestic political constraints:_______________________________
Strategic considerations with regard to the other nation:___________
b) China, Russia, Japan, and the US negotiate with North Korea over its nuclear
weapons and missile testing programs.
Leaders’ personal goals:___________________________________
Domestic political constraints:_______________________________
Strategic considerations with regard to the other nation:___________
c) The UN is deciding whether to send an international force to Syria to end the civil
war, restore order in that country, and rebuild its government and economy.
Leaders’ personal goals:___________________________________
Domestic political constraints:_______________________________
Strategic considerations with regard to the other nation:___________
d) Israel and the Palestinians negotiate a possible peaceful settlement of their conflict.
Leaders’ personal goals:___________________________________
Domestic political constraints:_______________________________
Strategic considerations with regard to the other nation:___________

14

CHAPTER 1

EVALUATING ARGUMENTS ABOUT INTERNATIONAL
POLITICS
Exercise 1-1. Developing a Theory
a) Suppose you are writing a scientific article about the NBA draft. You are interested
in developing a theory about which players are more likely to get drafted by an
NBA team. In one paragraph, specify your assumption(s), apply basic logic, and
generate a prediction (or predictions) about which features make players more
likely to be drafted by an NBA team.

b) What is the dependent variable in your theory?
c) What is (are) the independent variable(s) in your theory?
d) How would you test your theory empirically? What evidence would falsify your
theory? What evidence would support your theory?

Exercise 1-2. Developing a Theory in International Relations—the Case of Economic
Sanctions
The US and other governments have been increasingly using economic sanctions
to extract policy concessions from other states. For example, the US has recently
announced economic sanctions against Syria following the violent civil war in that
country. Similarly, the US has imposed sanctions on Iran and on North Korea to coerce
them to halt their nuclear and missile programs, as well as on Burma and Zimbabwe
due to the human rights abuses in these countries. Despite the increasing popularity of
sanctions as a foreign policy tool, there is no consensus as to their effectiveness in
extracting policy concessions from states and entities that they target. Proponents of
sanctions suggest that they may work if they impose costs that are sufficiently high to
15

make sustaining the controversial policy less attractive for the sanctions’ targets. An
example often cited in support of the argument that sanctions could work is the case of
South Africa, where it has been argued that sanctions played a key role in the
weakening of the apartheid regime. Conversely, those who argue that economic
sanctions are ineffective suggest that they may backfire by making the target more
determined not to yield to international pressure, and more resolute in maintaining the
controversial policies. Examples of failed sanctions include those imposed against the
regime of Saddam Hussein after the first Gulf War.
a) Suppose you were studying the role of economic sanctions in promoting compliance
of foreign governments with international human rights standards. What is the
dependent variable? What is the independent variable?

b) Think about a theory that might explain the effectiveness of sanctions. Under what
conditions are sanctions more likely to be effective? Think about events or
situations that might make the target more sensitive to the costs of sanctions.
Propose an assumption (or a set of assumptions), apply logic, and derive a
prediction (or a set of predictions) about the conditions that could increase the
effectiveness of the sanctions.

c) How would you test your theory empirically? Which cases would you include in
your empirical analysis?

Exercise 1-3. Constructing Hypotheses
Theories are constructed to answer questions about relationships between variables
and to improve our ability to predict future events. Consider the following concepts:
Regime type
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Income per capita
Election year
Defense spending
Interstate conflict
War
Economic growth
Imprisonment of political opponents
Cross-border air pollution
Peaceful resolution of conflicts
Refugees
Openness to international trade
Tariffs
Rainfall
Geographical distance
Genocide
Criminal responsibility
Women’s rights
Human trafficking
Major powers
Alliances
Marine protected areas
Compliance
International organizations
Multilateral peacekeeping
Peace
Colonial past
Natural resources
Domestic political opposition
Cultural exchange
Foreign aid
Democratization
a) Propose at least three research questions using the above list of concepts.

b) Construct at least three different hypotheses that provide potential answers to these
questions.

c) Propose a way of testing each hypothesis.
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d) What evidence would falsify each hypothesis?

Exercise 1-4. Selecting among Competing Theories
One of the most important and policy-relevant questions in international relations
is whether membership in international treaties constrains future behavior of states.
For example, are non-nuclear states that are members of the Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty (NPT) less likely to acquire nuclear weapons than they would be if they did not
join the NPT? Similarly, are states that join international human rights treaties less
likely to commit human rights abuses than they would be if they were not members in
these treaties? Two influential theories of international relations offer alternative
answers to this question. One is the neorealist theory, and the other is the liberal
theory. You read about them in the introduction section of the textbook.
a) Briefly outline the neorealist and the liberal answers to this question. What does each
theory predict with regard to the effect of a treaty membership on states’ future
behavior?

b) What assumptions does each theory make? How do their predictions follow from
their assumptions?

c) How would you decide which theory is better able to explain the effect of
international treaties on member states’ behavior? Which standards for comparing
theories would you apply?
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Exercise 1-5. Falsifying a Theory
After the end of the Cold War, many international relations scholars had
hypothesized about the effect of this change on international conflicts. One influential
scholar, Samuel Huntington, offered the following prediction:
“It is my hypothesis that the fundamental source of conflict in this new world
will not be primarily ideological or primarily economic. The great divisions
among humankind and the dominating source of conflict will be cultural.
Nation states will remain the most powerful actors in world affairs, but the
principal conflicts of global politics will occur between nations and groups of
different civilizations. The clash of civilizations will dominate global politics.
The fault lines between civilizations will be the battle lines of the future.”1
a) Which factors, according to Huntington, could explain conflict in the post–Cold War
period? Which factor does Huntington believe to be the best explanation among the
possible explanations he alluded to in the preceding paragraph?

b) In Huntington’s theory, what is the dependent variable, and what is the main
independent variable?

c) Do you think Huntington’s theory is falsifiable? If yes, what evidence, in principle,
could falsify his theory? If not, explain why you consider his theory to be
unfalsifiable.
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d) How would you apply the first principle of wing walking to decide whether we
should abandon the traditional explanations of conflict that focused on power in
favor of Huntington’s cultural explanation of conflict?

Exercise 1-6. Necessary and Sufficient Conditions
a) Suppose we wanted to test whether membership in the same international
organizations makes countries more likely to cooperate. We collected the following
data that describe the extent of correlation between membership in the same
international organizations and an increase in cooperation. Based on table 1.1
below, determine whether membership in international organizations is a necessary,
a sufficient, a necessary and sufficient, or neither a necessary nor a sufficient
condition for an increase in cooperation. Explain your answer in one to two
sentences.
TABLE 1.1

International Organization Membership and Cooperation

b) Suppose you wanted to test the prediction that the religious differences between
neighboring states are sufficient to produce an interstate conflict. You collected 100
observations of dyads of neighboring states with and without conflict, and with and
without religious differences. In table 1.2 below, propose a hypothetical distribution
of observations that would be consistent with the argument that religious
differences between two neighboring states are sufficient to ignite a conflict
between them. What evidence would falsify this argument?
TABLE 1.2
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